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Prov. 18 17. F. that i- fr W cauſe lama Jan. 0 
Gat bis neighbour cometh and ſearcheth bim. | 


Leviticus 19. 32. Theu Salt riſe up before the hoary bead, and 
honor the face of the old man, and = thy God, 1 am the Lords 
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PON reading your letter, I preſentlyj came ts 
1 the deſign of it in page 2d: My intention 
« therefore, in the following addreſs, is to re- 

© prove you for your unchriſtian behavior,” 


IT preſently turn'd my thoughts to what is profits 
able for reproof, for correction, and for inſtruction 
in righteouſneſs ; and was diſappointed that you did 
not take it wth you: And though you are ready to 
chaſtiſe i due ſeverity, as page 8th, I need not 
fear it, if it come not from that quarter, | 


I sHALL, therefore, proceed to let you know 
how your letter ſtruck my mind. 8 8 


I covLD not perceive any concern for the glory of 
the author of the common ſalvation, or for the glad 


tydings of it, in the goſpel : But your concern appears 


FirxsT, For your own character as the author ot 
compiler of the pamphlet that Doctor Macher attack d. 
I think there is ſufficient ground to cohclude your- 
{clf the author, becauſe you ſay of him, * he under- 
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* took this work with no inſidious view ; he wiſhes 
<«..to honor his God and Saviour, and to exhibit ſuch 


* a ſcheme of religion as ſhould not offend the ſober 
«© underſtanding of mankind : Theſe I know to be 


« his motives,” If you know the motives, you muſt 
be ſuppoſed to be the man, as you cannot know the 
ſecret ſprings of the actions of another; 'tis God's 
prerogative ; I the Lord ſearch the heart, I try the 
reins, jer. 17. 10. Therefore your concern appears 
about your own character. And what need of that? 
While you ſay, © the world regards the author as a 
b“ perſon of learning and integrity ;”* eſpecially when 
wich the eſteem of the world you can alſo appeal to 
God for your character in ſuch language as in page 
Sth, where you ſay, had you obleryed this rule, as 
* God knows my heart, I would not have writ- 
* ten, with this plainneſs, for any conſideration,” 
The expreſſion appears very exceedingly unſuitable, 
both-as it is more than yea and nay, and therefore 
cometh of evil : And as it ſhews an ignorance of, or 
inattention to the divine teſtimony, concerning your 
Heart and mine, which partake in the character of the 
humane heart ; the every imagination of the thought 
of which is only evil continually, from his youth :;— 


Geneſis, vi. 5, and viii. 21, yea, it is deceitful above 
all things, and deſperately wicked: Jeremiah xvii. gz 
and out of it proceeds evil thoughts, murders, adul- 


teries, fornications, thefts, falſe witneſs, blaſphemies. 
Can any falſe witneſs come from the heart of man 
greater than what contradicts the divine teſtimony, 
and excites us to truſt to our own hearts ? Certainly, 


if you had a ſober ſenſe of thele ſcriptures, ſpeaking 
the 
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the true character of your own heart, you would trems _ 
ble at an appeal to God, about any good diſpoſition 
in it. And ſee your need of being benefited by the up- 
rightneſs of the heart, of him who alone could ſay, 
as Pſalm xviii. 23d, I was alſo upright before him; 
and as John viii. 29, Ido all the things that pleaſe him, 
Which benefit, you can't perceive your need of, while 
you- conceive yourſelf happy in the eſteem of the 
world, and in the conſciouſneſs of the good diſpolition 
of your own heart, 


Your concern appears, 2dly, for the characters of 
learned and pious men: And you very much blame 
the doctor for his manner of expreſſing himſelf about 
them : And as 1 wiſh not to repeat any unbecoming 
expreſſions, either from him or you, as knowing that 
he that hideth a tranigretlion ſeeketh love; but he 
that repeateth a matter ſeparateth very friends. 


IwWIIL only enquire of you, Sir, however fauls 
ty he may have been, have you not exceeded him in e- 
very branch of faultine(s, of which you ſpeak, in your 
manner of treatment of him? And here I am willing 
to appeal from you, as animated with your preſent 
zeal for your own and others characters: To your- 
ſelf, animated with zeal for the glory of the Saviour, 
and the ſpirit of his religion, (with which I with you 
bleſſed) for an anſwer to the above enquiry. 


For my part I muſt ſay, I am grieved to ſee ſuck 
2 haughty air, and fo unbecoming treatment of the 


aged, as appears in your piece, both as it is contrary 
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to the word of GOD, and as it is a very evil exam. 


And to ſee ſo much concern for your own and 
ethers characters, and fo entirely deſtitute of any for 
the glory of CyrsT. | Thai 


Bor you ſay, had he obſerved the rules of cans 


dor and politeneſs, you had not wrote in this mans 
ner: But were not thoſe rules as good for you to 


obſerve, as for him ? 


BEsipks, let us remember when Jeſus our pat- 
tern was reviled, he reviled not again: And his apoſ- 
tles direct us to recompence to no man evil for evil. 
Be not overcome of evil; but overcome evil with 
good. Not rendering evil for evil, or railing for 
railing ; but contrary wife, bleſſing. See that none 


render evil for evil to any man. 


Tuxsx paſſages teach the true ſpirit of the goſpel 
ef ſalvation ; and when the riches of divine grace ap- 
pearing therein,joins the attention hereunto, it exhibits 
the favor of the knowledge of Chriſt. May our at- 
tention be to have this ſalt in ourſelves, and to have 


peace one with another. 


Bos rox, January 1783. 
n 


